
 

“I met this 6-year-old child, with this blank, pale, emotionless face and the blackest eyes…the devil’s eyes.  
I spent eight years trying to reach him, and then another seven trying to keep him locked up because I 
realized what was living behind that boy’s eyes was purely and simply evil.”  Dr. Sam Loomis (Halloween) 

The SetPoint 
Presidential Points 
by dane pletcher 

 With the transition from summer to 
fall upon us, Wichita ASHRAE is 
also in a bit of a transition. 

October 2013 

More inside! 

Check your email or our  
website 

for details. 
 

NOVEMBER 
Meeting 
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The 2013 golf tournament was a huge success, and I 
hope you all had as much fun as this guy did.  I can 
safely say that my golf game did not improve since the 
2012 tournament, but that wasn’t a surprise.  Thank you 
again to all the participants! 
 
Our Chapter is now transitioning out of golf mode and 
prearing for our fall and winter events.  Our first Chapter 

meeting was last week and we had a fantastic speaker!  
The presentation was on 
ASHRAE bEQ (building energy 
quotient) is relevant to all 
designers, contractors, and 
vendors and will no doubt 
become a more and more 
prevalent term used in our 
industry in the 
coming years.   
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MISC! 

This space is reserved for future Chair 
Members’ write-ups.   
 
Those slackers include the following: 
 
History Chair:  Salaman Mukiri 
 
Membership Chair:  Darin Taylor 
(Excused on this one because he sent a golf 
write-up) 
 
Student Activities Chair:  Sean Miller 
 
Sustainability Chair:  John Martin 
 
YEA Chair:  Dusty Ewing 
 
Refrigeration Chair:  Mark O’Donnell 
 
Webmaster:  Salaman Mukiri (Does not 
need to submit an article, but we could use 
September and November newsletters on 
the website) J 
 
Grassroots Advocacy:  Curtis Whittit 

Tourney Recap 

The ASHRAE Wichita Chapter 
would like to give a big thanks to all 
of our sponsors, golfers and 
volunteers that aided in making this 
year’s golf tournament a huge 
success.  The first tee shots of the day 
could be heard ringing out just after 
11 a.m. on what was absolutely the 
best day for golf that anyone could 
have asked for.   
 

Spirits were high as teams navigated 
the course and worked hard to stay 
well hydrated.  Even the Chapter Prez 
made an appearance and showed off 
his Tiger-esque swing in some 
unusual locations.  He easily donated 
half a dozen balls to the front nine 
alone, but when all was said and done 
still managed an appearance in 3rd 
place of the third

Our New Address 
 ASHRAE – Wichita Chapter 
P.O. Box 4832 
Wichita, KS 67201 

Please contact Melanie Dickey for announcements or 
other items to be included in future newsletters.  
 
Statements made in this publication are not expressions 
of the Society or of the chapter and may not be 
reproduced without special permission of the chapter. 

the small print 
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Cont. 
Research & Promotion 

1

Dear ASHRAE Brothers, Sisters … and 
generally adoring Fans, 
 
This correspondence follows a truly 
“outstanding” year in ASHRAE Research 
and Promotion.  Your past contributions of 
time, money, or otherwise, to our local 
cause, have not gone unnoticed.   
 
This year will be especially challenging 
since as most of you know, our home town 
“Top Dog,” Ken Stoppel has, after a 
decade of exemplary efforts, resigned as 
RP Chair.  So, while we all catch our 
breath and face the reality that poor 
unsuspecting soul, new and completely 
inexperienced, now must take on this 
daunting task, and, OMG it’s me, let’s also 
take that same dear in the headlights 
moment to recognize Ken, and our 
Wichita Chapter as a whole, for the 
amazing job that we’ve all done over the 
past decade; and specifically to 
congratulate the outstanding finish that is 
and was our 2012-2013 year.   
 
Ken, and his happy to have been 
volunteered, worthy partner in crime, 
James Herman will now be busy 
mobilizing all things necessary for our 
upcoming Wichita Region IX Chapters 
Regional Conference (CRC) in 
2014.  I’m sure we will all hear plenty 
more about that as the time now rapidly 
draws near.  But for now, let’s get to the 
tasks at hand.  
 
More than just your RP Chair has changed 
this year.  The position has now been duly 
dubbed Resource Promotion Chair and 
will now entail fundraising efforts in five 
primary areas, Research, Education, 
ASHRAE Foundation (Endowed Funds,) 
General Fund, and Scholarships.  All 
donations, to all funds, count towards our 
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chapter’s RP Goal.  Surprise!  You guys 
didn’t tell the new guy about this one, did 
you?  Anyways, The Endowed Fund 
approach, although not entirely new, is 
especially exciting and presents a very 
interesting option for how we donate funds 
as a chapter.  I’ll be talking more about 
this and all five funds as the year rolls on.  
 
For this month, there are a few major 
deadlines we need to consider.  Officers, if 
you have not made your $100 Full Circle 
donation.  Please do so by the November 
15th deadline.  This is a relatively small 
step in showing our membership that we 
put our money where our mouth is.  Hey, I 
just made mine and I am broke brokey 
broke … broke!   
 
Likewise to all members, if you are a 
regular contributor, please consider 
making either all or part of your planned 
donation during the 2013 calendar year.  
You’ll get a charitable write off in this year 
instead of next, and you’ll help the chapter 
achieve our 2013 target; 30% of Goal prior 
to December 31st.  Basically, your 
accountant will love you …  Annnnd …  So 
will we.   
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We are also continuing preparations for our 2014 
CRC and slowly but surely making headway on the 
mile long to do list.  Don’t wait until the last minute 
get involved!  Contact Ken Stoppel at BCS to get 
enlisted, soldier! 
 
We had the kick-off shindig at the Drury Plaza Hotel 
Broadview.  We had 25 sign up, but I’m not sure of 
the actual turnout.  It was a great time and we were 
able to tour some guest rooms and conference rooms.  
We look forward to having our CRC guests at this 
beautiful historic hotel!   
 
We are also working on a winter family social event.  
This will likely be held in January so be on the 
lookout for more information on that soon.  We all 
know the upcoming holidays will fly by in a blur and 
January will be here before we know it!   
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Recapping our 2012-2013 Performance, as recognized at the recent Chapters Regional 
Conference (CRC) in Boise, ID, our humble little chapter earned the much coveted, “TOP 
DOG” award for Research Promotion.  A fitting finish for Ken, who has held the position 
for 10 out of the last 12 years.  
 
Our 2012-2013 investment of $21,585, not only exceeded our Goal of $14,410 by 150%, it 
blew away our Challenge Goal by 122%, and established a new Chapter High by a mile 
in Research Promotion.   
 
We just can’t say enough, our Wichita Chapter does remarkably well, year in and year 
out, for a Chapter of our size, and especially in the following categories: 
President’s Award of Excellence (PAOE) 

• We finished at 7,059 in Region IX, well ahead of second place by 180%. 
• We were 3rd , overall in Society.  (Last year we were 5th .) 

 
Dollars per Assigned Member 

• Society Goal is $50 / Member. 
• We finished at $196 / Member. 
• We were 3rd  , overall, in Society.  (Last year we were 10th at $153.) 
• We were 2.4 times the Region IX average of $80., and nearly 3.2 times the Society average of 

$46. 
• 55% of our Assigned Members contribute, as compared to 23% for Region IX, and 14% for 

Society, overall. 
 
Let’s just say it.  We kicked some serious behind last year!  This group makes us all look 
good!  On behalf of ASHRAE and your local Chapter, “Thanks”, and thanks again! 
 
So out with the old, and in with the new.  Once again, our push for the year will be 
“strength in numbers”, not “dollars per member” And we are tough to beat, in this 
regard.  A moderate contribution by many seems far more surmountable than a few big 
numbers by some.  (Its okay, James, and Barry, we like the big numbers too.)  
 
That said, anyone seriously involved in this industry, like, your livelihood depends on it, 
should readily accept the following challenge: 
 

• Invest something in Research Promotion 
If you haven’t done so in the past, or recent past, do it now.  Whatever you invest 
will surely come back in greater numbers.  Consider for just a moment what your 
career might be without ASHRAE Research. I’ll have some handouts at the 
meetings to illustrate this point. 
 

• Serve on an ASHRAE Committee 
This promotes tremendous local and national industry awareness, as well as giving 
you optimum exposure to other associates who may be critical to your career path, 
either directly or indirectly.   
 

•  
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• Attend a Chapters Regional Conference (CRC) 

This is held in August every year and rotates among major cities in our 
region.  This again promotes industry awareness as well as exposing you to a 
larger cross section of peers and industry leaders.  Remember, the CRC will be 
in Wichita in 2014!! 
 

• Serve on the local Board of Governors (BOG) 
Having done so personally, like many others, I can say my experience has been 
very rewarding.  You don’t have to be the President.  (Sorry Dane, we neglected 
to tell you this one.) Chair a committee.  Organize an event.  Shoot some photos 
and write a newsletter.  It’s not without some time commitment and occasional 
anxiety; but as a reward it does raise the level of your game and gives you the 
notion that you may have made a difference.  And let’s be honest; a few solid 
business contacts never hurt anyone either. 
 

For most of you, my mission here is to simply remind you of our cause and to give you a 
few tips on streamlining the process.  Essentially, there are three ways to invest:   

1. Write a check.  Make it out to ASHRAE RP and mail it to our PO Box.  Or, I will be 
glad to pick it up personally.   

2. Make your contribution when you pay your annual dues to Society, online or 
otherwise.   

3. ASHRAE Online is by far the easiest and most cost effective way to contribute.  You 
may make you contribution online at www.ASHRAE.org/contribute. It’s painless.  
But if you need any help just call me and I can log-on with you and coach you through 
it in less than 10 minutes.   (Faster than the Geico lizard.) 

  
If you have given to ASHRAE, since August of last year, or have intentions of the same 
before June of this year, please email me at Dahlrod@Gmail.com and keep me 
posted.  It helps to accelerate the record keeping process.  Those that I don’t hear from, 
over time will be contacted personally by one of our very capable Board of Governors 
(BOG) members. 
 
I have enclosed a list of past investors so you can all see where you stand.  And please, 
by all means feel free to be challenged by your friends and even by your friendly 
competitors.  But remember, it’s the small contributions that really add up.  Every name 
on the list is critical. 
 
Thanks again, for making the Wichita Chapter “TOP DOG” in 2013.  It’s a tough act to 
follow.  So I will really appreciate your help.  Feel free to contact me if you have any 
additional thoughts or observations. 
 

Dahl R. Carmichae l  
Wichita ASHRAE Chapter 
Resource Promotion Chair  
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ASHRAE’s Region IX, the largest state-side geographical Region in all of ASHRAE, rotates the site of its 
Chapters Regional Conference (CRC) to each of its 13 Chapters on an annual basis.  The 2013-2014 
ASHRAE campaign will culminate with that Conference being held in Wichita.  The last time the CRC 
was held in Wichita was 2001.  It’s safe to say that we set the bar for years to come, with that same 
anticipation being prevalent today.  Let’s just say, that we do not intend to disappoint! 
  
Someone wise once said, “Great leaders are only as good as the composite efforts of their team”, and our 
growing group appears to be a good one.  As co-host of our 2014 CRC I unveiled our intentions to host 
CRC in Wichita last month in Boise.  I told our group, to steal a “bid day metaphor”, that I committed to 
meeting the spec.  Now it’s up to our team to deliver a successful project, within budget, with a happy 
Customer. 
  
Known:  

• Dates – Wednesday, July 30 thru Saturday, August 2 
• Location – The Historic Drury Plaza Hotel Broadview  
• Golf Tourney – Sand Creek Station, in Newton  

 
Committee members needed:  

• Sponsorship 
• Gift baskets 
• Transportation 
• Entertainment Venues 
• Spouse Activities 
• Technology Czar 
• Website and Registration 
• Hotel Conference Staffing 
 

If you have a desire to be part of this historic effort, feel free to contact me, or any of our very capable 
Chapter Board of Governors.  It is our intention to hold a social event in September at the Drury, to both 
celebrate the extraordinary success of last year’s campaign, as well orient those members that may wish to 
be part of this year’s CRC Team.  Additionally, we will be meeting monthly at the Drury for a monthly 
Friday breakfast to strategize and plan for CRC 2014.  These dates are TBD.   


