PAST PRESIDENTS
LEADERSHIP RECALL
Name & Year(s) as President of the ASHRAE-Wichita Chapter. Mark O’Donnell, 1996-97
Would you give a brief biographical sketch of your life? (Place of birth, family size, early schooling, higher
education, employment background outside of the HVAC industry, current family—spouse, children.)
Born in St. Louis, attended college at KSU, started with an hvac supplier directly from school and have
been in the industry ever since.
What attracted you to engineering and/or the HVAC industry?
Started in drafting and progressed to engineering.
What was your first job in the HVAC industry and where did it lead?
General Heating and Cooling was my first job from college. Heaven Engineering was purchase by
GHC. When GHC sold, the purchasing company was not in the rep business. A group of employees then
purchase Heaven Engineering.
Describe the industry at that time. What were the challenges that you and your colleagues were facing?
The industry has changed by a demand for higher efficiency products.
How and when did you get started in ASHRAE?
I joined Ashrae in 1985.
What was your ASHRAE chapter and/or regional and Society experience?
Refrigeration chair and past president.
What were the major issues facing the industry at that time?
Same as today. Providing the most efficient equipment meeting the customers budget.
What people in the industry stand out as influences on you?
There are too many to mention and I am grateful to all of them.
What events changed the industry?
Removing chlorine based refrigerants, utilization of vfds, variable refrigerant volume.
What has ASHRAE meant to the industry’s growth?
Ashrae is the cornerstone of our industry.
What advice would you give to a young person entering the HVAC field?
Join Ashrae and learn as much as possible from everyone you work with.
Did any humorous events take place during your association with ASHRAE?
Ashrae golf tournaments years back were a blast.
What other interests and/or hobbies do you have?
Rehabilitation of destressed properties.
Any other comments you would like to make?
Very thankful for Ashrae.

