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LEADERSHIP RECALL 

Name & Year(s) as President of the ASHRAE-Wichita Chapter. Sean Miller, 2012-2013  
 

Would you give a brief biographical sketch of your life? (Place of birth, family size, early schooling, higher 
education, employment background outside of the HVAC industry, current family—spouse, children.)  
Born in Texas, one sister, graduated from Wichita Heights HS, BS-Mechanical Engineering from Wichita 
State University and an MBA from Southwestern College, started working as a CAD tech in the industry at 
age 17 and been in ever since, wife-Piper with three children-Chase, Abby & Chance  

 
What attracted you to engineering and/or the HVAC industry? 
Experience with Science Olympiad program in HS led me to engineering.  Started work at Wilson & Company 
at Age 17 and was able to work on about every discipline of engineering while there and focused in on 
HVAC. 

  
What was your first job in the HVAC industry and where did it lead? 
Worked as a CAD tech for Wilson & Co. in Wichita where I was able to work on some HVAC projects.  Went 
on to Blosser-Smith Engineering after graduating to focus on HVAC as a design engineer which then led to 
a long stay at MKEC and finally at Knipp Services to focus on energy engineering. 
 
Describe the industry at that time. What were the challenges that you and your colleagues were facing? 
After graduating it was tough to find work (2002) as new construction was low and money tight for 
renovations. 
 
How and when did you get started in ASHRAE? 
One of only 2 members of ASHRAE Student Chapter at Wichita State University in late 1990’s.  Joined as a 
member after graduation. 
 
What was your ASHRAE chapter and/or regional and Society experience?  
Good.  Great way to network and really learn about the industry. 
 
What were the major issues facing the industry at that time? 
Green design and sustainability were just emerging as hot topics.  
 
What people in the industry stand out as influences on you?  
John Knipp, Glen Nilsen, Jim Woody, Scott Smith, Joe Samia, Richard Bowman 
 
What events changed the industry?  
Price of Energy, Green Design/LEED 
 
What has ASHRAE meant to the industry’s growth? 
Established rules, standards and basis for everything we do 
 
What advice would you give to a young person entering the HVAC field? 
Get involved with ASHRAE, spend time learning in the office and in the field 
 
Did any humorous events take place during your association with ASHRAE? 
Lots of good times at the Nebraska Hospitality Suite during CRC’s 
 
What other interests and/or hobbies do you have? 
Comic Books, Reading, Being involved in Science Olympiad as a coach & Event Supervisor 
 
Any other comments you would like to make? 
Being involved in ASHRAE has been a very rewarding experience helping me to grow both professionally and 
personally.  
 


