
 
PAST PRESIDENTS 
LEADERSHIP RECALL 

Name & Year(s) as President of the ASHRAE-Wichita Chapter.  Tim Berends, I hope we have records 
somewhere, because I sure can’t remember.  I believe it was Fall 2003 thru Spring 2004?    

 
Would you give a brief biographical sketch of your life? (Place of birth, family size, early schooling, higher 
education, employment background outside of the HVAC industry, current family—spouse, children.)    
Born in Manhattan KS, MHS class of 1987.  Upon graduation with BSEE from KSU in May of 1992, I moved 
to Wichita to begin working at KS Trane/Knipp Equipment.  I am married to Kendra with 4 kids (Trevor 12, 
Julia 10, Victoria 8, Brock 5)  

 
What attracted you to engineering and/or the HVAC industry?    
Good at Math & Science, and appeared to be a strong employment field.  
 
What was your first job in the HVAC industry and where did it lead?    
KS Trane & Knipp Equipment, been here 24+ years & counting 
 
Describe the industry at that time. What were the challenges that you and your colleagues were facing?  
CFC phase out was one that comes to mind.   There was some new machine called a fax to send out 
bids?  And what is this thing called email anyway? 
 
How and when did you get started in ASHRAE?    
John Knipp mentored me into ASHRAE right upon arrival in 1992 
 
What was your ASHRAE chapter and/or regional and Society experience?    
Held most all local chapter offices/chairs, and have been to most Region 9 chapter locations for CRC.   I 
have successfully avoided regional/national offices. 
 
What were the major issues facing the industry at that time?  

 

What people in the industry stand out as influences on you?  
 

What events changed the industry?   
 

What has ASHRAE meant to the industry’s growth?  
 

What advice would you give to a young person entering the HVAC field?   
It will likely be your first & last job???? 

 

Did any humorous events take place during your association with ASHRAE?    
Lots of good times at BOGs & CRCs.  And I won’t begin to discuss the past golf tournaments. 

 

What other interests and/or hobbies do you have?    
Family, Jogging, Racquetball, KSU Sports & sports in general 

 

Any other comments you would like to make?  
 


